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 Dear Diary, 

 

OK, OK Diary not sure how to tell 

you about this.  Remember when 

I went to that horse therapy 

program as a skeptic?  Well I 

went to a different type of   

therapy with equal  

skepticism!  This time it was   

music therapy.  As you may know 

my music experience is just as 

checkered as my  

youthful experiences with  

horses.  No not the time I was 

tortured having to attend a    

performance of the Nutcracker.  

When I was 10 or 11 my  

parents were asked by the junior 

choir director of our church that 

I should not be allowed to remain 

in Jr choir.  Around the same time 

we were being taught to play the 

recorder in school and the teacher  

confiscated it from me with what 

may have been a caustic remark 

about violating his ears.   

   

Well with that healthy    skepticism I 

attended a free ukulele session.  This 

was hosted by Encore a   Guardian   

Revival Program and the Kanilapila  

Project.  Guardian  Revival is an       

organization that helps Veterans and 

first responders while the Kanilapila 

Project  promotes the healing power of  

ukulele music.  Each person who was 

there was given a uke. (See Diary that 

is what we musicians call   ukuleles) 

Some of them were signed and a      

message added.  Students in a youth 

program found out that the Kanilapila 

Project were going to be working with 

Veterans and  wanted to give  us         

encouragement so they wrote a      

message on the back of several ukes.   

 Each of us armed with our new 

instrument we were ready to meet our 

instructor. Kimo Hussy, a retired Air 

Force officer, who came in from Hawaii.  

He would be our   instructor for the 

session.  The song he taught us was 

“You Are My    Sunshine”.  Hey Diary 

without   getting mushy the song has    

special meaning for me.   He thought us 

3 chords and how to strum the uke.     

 

 

With great presence of mind I sat 

between 2 people who brought their 

own ukes thinking they may be able 

to assist me in fumbling with the 

finger placement and they did. 

It was so cool listening to Kimo help 

us understand music and then play 

music.  What an exciting experience.  

Music therapy works and music can be 

therapy.   

 Ages ago when I first    

experienced equine therapy I        

pictured myself atop a horse with a 

guitar singing “Happy Trails to You” 

like Roy Rogers (Look hm up Diary I 

am not going to do everything for 

you).  Maybe this can happen with a 

uke instead.  Hmmm.  Lessons???? 

 

  Karl

Diary of a Horse 

  Skeptic 

ME 
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Integrated Services Network Directors. Nelson’s memo had requested the 
photo be removed and replaced at all VA facilities to support a “respectful, 
safe and trauma-informed” workplace. The VA confirmed the validity of 
the memo Tuesday but said it should not have been issued. The memo stat-
ed, “to foster a more trauma-informed environment that promotes the psy-
chological safety of our employees and the veterans we serve, photographs 
depicting the ‘V-J Day in Times Square’ should be removed from all Veter-
ans Health Administration facilities.” The memo asserted the spontaneous 
kiss was nonconsensual and therefore violated the VA’s “no tolerance” 
policy against sexual harassment and assault. 
“A memo was sent out that should not have been, and it has been rescind-
ed,” said Terrence Hayes, VA press secretary. “VA is NOT banning this 
photo from VA facilities.” Nelson’s memo also ordered the replacement of 
the photo and detailed the Department of Justice’s definition of sexual as-
sault as “any nonconsensual sexual act.” The memo asserted some employ-
ees complained about the photo “as a tacit endorsement of the inappropriate 

 
WASHINGTON — A 
tweet on social media 
about a Department of 
Veterans Affairs memo 
banning a famous World 
War II photo of a sailor 
kissing a nurse in Times 
Square went viral Tues-
day morning, prompting 
a swift response from 
VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough denying its 
accuracy. “Let me be 
clear: This image is not 
banned from VA facili-
ties — and we will keep 
it in VA facilities,” 
McDonough posted to X, 
formerly Twitter. 
McDonough’s tweet, 
which included the black
-and-white image of an 
unidentified sailor hold-
ing and kissing a woman 
in a nurse’s uniform 
when news broke of 
Japan’s surrender in 
World War II, garnered 
more than 116,000 views 
by 10 a.m. More so, an X 
account under the name 
@EndWokeness had 
drawn 2 million views by 
11 a.m. with the original 
tweet stating, “The De-
partment of Veterans 
Affairs just BANNED 
the V-J Day kiss photo 
from all department fa-
cilities.” Included with 
the tweet was a memo 
from RimaAnn Nelson, 
the VA assistant secre-
tary for health for opera-
tions, that was sent in 
February to the Veterans 

behavior it depicts.’’ “The 
placement of this photo in 
VA facilities was initially 
intended to celebrate and 
commemorate the end of 
World War II and the tri-
umphant return of U.S. 
soldiers,” according to the 
memo. “However, perspec-
tives on historical events 
and their representations 
evolve. Recent discussions 
have highlighted concerns 
about the nonconsensual 
nature of the kiss.” The 
kerfuffle over the photo 
comes as the VA manages 
public fallout and scrutiny 
over allegations of improp-
er sexual conduct by super-
visors within an office set 
up to promote a harass-
ment-free workplace. The 
allegations have been aired 
at recent congressional 
hearings looking into 
claims of sexual miscon-
duct by supervisors at the 
VA’s Office of Resolution 
Management, Diversity 
and Inclusion. The House 
Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee and the VA are con-
ducting investigations of 
the alleged incidents. 

VA secretary orders famous WWII kiss photo to stay at agency facilities 
despite memo calling for its ban  

By LINDA F. HERSEY STARS AND STRIPES • March 5, 2024 



Page 4 



Page 6 


