
Donald b. smith government campus 

110 old route 6, bldg. #3 

Carmel NY 10512 

Monday—Friday 9-5 

Call for appointment   

845-808-1620 

Tuesday evenings 5-8PM 

  

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, deputy director 

         An E-Mail situation report (SITREP) of the  

Putnam County Veterans Service agency 

Since 1988 on the Sunday closest to May 1 (unless May 1 

Was a Sunday) I have been at Putnam County Veterans 

Memorial Park for a Loyalty Day event sponsored by the 

Putnam County Council Veterans of Foreign Wars.  It was 

almost a right of spring.  Picnic, some speeches, games for 

the kids and just plain fun.  We were expressing our pride in 

America.  The people gathered were mostly Veterans and 

family   members.  There were others that attended.    

Sadly the NYS VFW disbanded county VFW’s statewide.  

What is the point of the tale of woe?  We have no group or 

groups to run Loyalty Day.  There is now a void left by the 

demise of the Putnam County Council VFW.   There is no 

organization to run Loyalty Day. 

 

Please let’s not see our great American Bald Eagle looking 

down at diminishing opportunities to celebrate this great 

nation!  So we are looking for a group or organization that 

wants to help keep Loyalty Day alive in Putnam County.  

Contact this office if interested!!  Thanks! 

      Karl 

 

 

NATIONAL LOYALTY DAY 

On May 1st, National Loyalty Day recognizes American freedom and is set aside for the reaffirmation of loyalty to the United 
States and the recognition of the heritage of American freedom. 

Every U.S. President since 1955 has set the day for May 1st. Whether they call for Americans to raise the flags, pray, or reflect on 
their heritage, each of them recognizes an inherent need for the country to be united in our basic ideals. Their messages speak of 
loyalty and freedom in equal measure, especially those who serve in the military.  And while the messages may stray some in 
agreement on other topics, the central messages remain the same. 

NATIONAL LOYALTY DAY HISTORY 

First observed in 1921 as Americanization Day, the holiday counterbalanced the Communist celebration of Labor Day on May 
Day. On July 18, 1958, U.S. Congress (Public Law 85-529) made the day an official holiday. President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
proclaimed May 1, 1959, the first official observance of Loyalty Day. Each year since its inception as a legal holiday in 1958, 



Diary of a  

     Horse skeptic 

  

Dear Diary, 

 

 WOW! WOW! So excited  Diary! 

I have been selected to go on 

Honor Flight.  Yes that is right 

this May I will be on Honor 

Flight to Washington DC.  Can 

you believe it????  It is like 

Christmas-my birthday-the 

Fourth of July all wrapped up in 

one day.  Its like going to a 

presentation of the Nutcracker 

and being allow to sleep through 

the entire thing!  WOW!WOW! 

 

Diary do you get that I am      

excited?  Will have to get up at  

zero dark thirty to get to the 

Westchester Airport.  They will 

have a send off ceremony for us 

prior to boarding the plane.   

There will be busses waiting for us 

when we get to DC.  We tour the 

three major monuments-WW II, 

Korea and Vietnam.  Then a group 

picture in front to the Lincoln    

Memorial.  Back on the   busses to 

Arlington Cemetery where we will 

be able to watch the changing of 

the guard-then a tour of          

Arlington.  At the end of that we 

are taken to a near by hotel for a  

dinner and the back to Westchester 

Airport.  Long day but exciting! 

 

We also have a meet and greet 

with all the Veterans going on this 

Honor Flight along with the      

escorts.  Yes Diary each Veteran 

has an  escort called a guardian.  

My guardian will be my friend     

Megan Castellano.  So cool!         

Another friend Steve Seid will also 

be on the flight.  His two son’s will 

be with him one as his guardian 

and the other will be the guardian 

another  Veteran.   Another great 

day  leading up to 
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the Honor Flight!  We get to meet and 

greet the Veterans and the Guardians 

and the Staff of Honor Flight. 

 

So Diary at each step along the way to 

this amazing adventure I will tell you 

all about it.   

 

  

 Karl 

 

 

 

 

         

PS  I still wish you horses! 

 

My friend  now Sargent  Major Mary 

Kay singing to another friend Otto  

Mission 22 Meet and Greet 

Mission 24 at Vietnam wall 
Mission 17 at Korean Monument 

Mission 6 at WW II Monument 
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